186                ISLAM AS A POLITICAL SYSTEM.

18. FATALISM.           I know not how to answer

a charge conveyed by a word
which has no meaning. They
do not believe in Fate, and
cannot, therefore, believe in an
abstraction of Fate. They do
assert man's free-will; they
hold him, responsible for his
acts before Grod and man; they
do not believe only, but trust
in Providence. Their disposi-
tions differ from ours in many
respects, but not as the result
of vain speculation. They are
content when they have no
grounds for being dissatisfied,
and are, consequently, inert
where Europeans would be
busy. They are resigned to
the decrees of Providence, and,
consequently, quiet where the
European would be dissatisfied.
They do not believe in the con-
tagion of the plague, and, con-
sequently, attend the sick-bed
of a relative when a European
would be touching him with a
pair of tongs, or flying into
the country. And they are in
the habit of saying on all oc-